CHANGES

by

| an Kal nan



(Aliving roomof a flat that has
seen better tines. It is
sparsely furnished but apart from
a few chairs, on a table | eaning
against the wall is a sign

enbl azoned with the words

Si monds Traditional Fruit and
Veget abl es.)

ARTHUR (Q S.)
Come on son we can discuss businesses better in the Lounge.

(Two nen enter, the elder one is
in his fifties, his clothing like
the room has seen better days |,
the younger man is in his late
twenties his clothes although
casual are smart and the in the

| atest trend)

JERRY
Look call me Jerry and if you don't mnd I will call you
Arthur, 1 have always thought of your famly as forerunners

in the gane and | want people to see the nane Si mmonds
Fruit and Veg for years to cone.

ARTHUR
That's Simmonds traditional fruit and vegetables , son.
JERRY
(smling)
O course and it Jerry Arthur.
ARTHUR
((noddi ng)
K son
(pause)
sit down. Wul d you like a drink?
JERRY:
No t hanks, now | ets get down to business, ne and Brother
want to buy or let's call it |ease your market Stal

((Arthur nods)
now as you know we already have a pitch in Berwi ck Street
but | have been talking to Westm nster's market division
and they as long as your nanme is on the |icence we can rent
the pitch off you. W worked out what even | thinking is a
very generous offer, a retainer and a weekly fee paid to
you for the rest of your life.

ARTHUR
(1 ooking at the sign)
Been in the gane all ny life
(nor ose)
It's been in In ny famly for alnost a 100 years. Sinmonds
Traditional Fruit and Vegetabl es, you know we used To
( MORE)



ARTHUR ( Cont i nued)
supply all the big restaurants, | renmenber xmas '88, we
sold out of sprouts a week before xmas... | panicked but
not Joe, he just said don't worry Arthur Monday we wl|
have nore than enough and sure enough as if he was Jesus,
Monday norning 5pmhe pulled up wwth a lorry | oad and by
that Saturday we sold it all. ...1 mss himl do, he would
know what to do.

JERRY:
Look Arthur here |l ook at this cheque, see it's nmade out to
you - five thousandquid and every week you get two hundred
poundsnow with your pension you will be confortable for the
rest of your life.

ARTHUR
Pensi on????
(Pause)
| never got round to sorting it out, | left all that sort

of thing to Joe he was the brains. Did you know he's been
dead for a year? now, been nore and nore difficult but the
busi ness ticks over and after wages and expenses | earn a
sight nore then what you are offering ne.

JERRY
Now we based this on you having a pension, let nme nake a
call to Charlie. You renenber him
(takes nobile out and phones))
hello Charlie

((pause)
Yes | amw th himnow ........... He aint got a pension so let's
fiddle it a bit ... .yes we nmay | oose sonething but

(smles at Arthur)
he deserves respect...... VWhat! Can we afford it? ..ok bruv see
you | ater.

(To Arthur)
Well! Now I personally think Charlie is overdoing it but
here's the deal you get £15000 and not £200 but £300 every
week in your hand but here's the thing you
get it in cash no tax so no ones know.

ARTHUR
Vell that is very generous.
(pause)
you know the fruit game was so good, then it happened and |
remenber what didit.

JERRY:
VWhat happened?

ARTHUR
Keeeee WEeeees, that's what happened and before that it was
pl aaantaiinn, all that foreign nuck. Me and Joe al ways
agreed on one thing no foreign stuff well except the
traditional foreign ones |ike bananas, cape apples and
like.



JERRY:
Well we do live in changing times Arthur

ARTHUR
Vell not ne son | don't want any of that crap on ny stall,
listen | ast week sone posh tart cones to ny pitch, starts
ordering quite a lot, and then she asks do | have any
| enmongrass - LEMONGRASS! | asked what she wanted it for she
says to season the curry with | says to her slice sone
| enrons up and put a parley init, well you should of seen
her face, she calls nme a uncouth |out and wal ks away

JERRY:
Well the public do want all that foreign stuff; it's the
way things are now | actually |ike coconut cake, ny m ssus
makes it and she buys them cuts them uses the skin and
then gives us the juice to drink its |ovely.

ARTHUR
Coconut s???!'!'l Only coconuts | seen was when | was a ni pper
at the fair. | renenber one Easter ne and Joe went to
Hanpst ead Heath Fair never told the old man or mum W took
all out savings two pounds three shillings with us. That
was fortune in those days |I tell you. W felt rich well |1
wanted to spend nost of ny share on cotton candy and toffee
appl es but Joe says no lets win sone prizes to takes hone
so when we tells em where we been we wont get a good
hiding. So we went to the coconut shy it was a tanner a go,
do you know we spent over 30 bob in that bl oody place and
guess what we got.?

JERRY:
What ?

ARTHUR
Bugger all, then Joe had this bright idea to try the
shooting range ....... .and sure enough we got hone with

not hi ng, actually the only thing we did get that day was a
good hiding fromthe old man

((chuckl es).)

JERRY(sm | i ng)
Parents don't change do they , My dad used to hit nme and
Charlie, | think dads train in spanking, well | amgoing to
be a better dad to ny Ronnie then he was to ne.

ARTHUR
Parents don't change do they , My dad used to hit nme and
Charlie, | think dads train in spanking, well | amgoing to

be a better dad to ny Ronnie then he was to ne.

JERRY
| don't know , you can never understand wonen, sonetines |
don't know why ny Rachel puts up with me | gets up before
she does and nost days | cones back after she is in bed,



JERRY:
but I do spend every Sunday with her and Ronnie, after al
a kids got to know their dad ain't they?

ARTHUR
Yes, do you know the only tinme | was with ny dad was on
that stall, he never went anywhere, never went on holidays

with us, mum made sure we got our two weeks by the sea she
t ook us to Sout hend.

Ms. Harts boardi ng house ......... Do you know she never had
any fruit in her place and her veg well | got to say was
pretty manky.

(Jerry |l ooks at his watch.)

JERRY
Anyway Arthur lets get it settled

ARTHUR
Not on ny pitch, see that sign, it says Sinmonds
traditional fruit and Vegetables and that's howit should
be, this is England, ok I will serve anyone but they got to
understand on ny pitch they get traditional veg and fruit
none of this exotic stuff, do you know what | was asked for
t he ot her day.?

JERRY:
No, what ?
ARTHUR
Star fruit, | asks what is that, bloke describes it to ne

and | says not here | points to the sign and says why don't
you have a Saatsuma, we only starting doing them 2 years
ago, personally | prefer a nice big orange, bl oody
Saatsuma' s you eats one and you only want another one now
you eats a orange and that's it.

JERRY
| know Arthur but |look |ets get back to business are you
interested in our...

ARTHUR
Look son | been in this gane since a nipper, this is
i nportant what | am saying (pauses) | amtrying to educate
you, | ook how | ong you been in the ganme

JERRY
Vell 5 years but.
ARTHUR( scr eans)
5 years and you thinks you knows it all!
(Pause)
| am 61 now nost of that tine | worked that stall, and you
new ones thinks you knows it all | could still teach you a
thing or two.
(Pause)

| got an idea.



JERRY
VWhat is that Arthur?
ARTHUR
Il will still sell you the pitch but I conme and work it a

few days a week. How about that son? I will give you ny
years of experience.

JERRY
| don't know about that Arthur, see | already got people to
work the stall.
(Pause)
Anyway you can always visit, now | got all the paperwork
here let me explain to you the ins and outs of it all

ARTHUR
| ama bit disappointed son, after all | have years of
experience and how do you know the person running the pitch
will be ok. Wio is going to run the stall for you?

JERRY
No worries there Arthur, | amgoing to personally n it,
while Charlie runs the other pitch. So everything wll be
cushty.

ARTHUR
Vell if you don't want ny years of experience? Do you know

we were the first stall to sell mangoes? | renenber old
Freddie O ark cones up and sees them

(Gins)

He says to ne where do these pears conme from | |aughed and
says these aren't pears there mangoes, do you know | have
never had one, | wonder what they taste |ike?

JERRY:
You should try one | hear they are quite tasty, like a
funny peach really

ARTHUR

| LI KE PEACHES, THI S WEEK | MJST OF SOLD OVER 50 BASKETS OF
THEM . NOW MANGOES | SELLS MAYBE 30 BOXES.
(1 ong pause)

You know that pitch is still a good earner, maybe | won't
sell it son.
JERRY:
Arthur let me ask you a question?
ARTHUR
Go ahead.
JERRY:

| been | ooking at your books and what has happened, your
stall seemed to be rolling in it but now you take a quarter
of what you use to take.



ARTHUR
(Ruffl ed)
Still a good earner | pay 3 staff good wages
JERRY:
Yes but it still seens to be a |ot |ess than you use to
t ake
ARTHUR
It's all that foreign nmuck they want now and .......
JERRY
And????7????27?7?
ARTHUR
| got to admt Joe was the wheel er and deal er of the
famly; | swear he could make fruit grow out of thin air.
Anyway its still as thriving business or else you would not

want it, you already got 3 pitches in the market.
(pauses) Yeah! That's right, why do you want to have
anot her pitch?

JERRY
Well the truth is we want to expand, after all its al
about takings ain't it and | have always thought your pitch
was one of the best in the market and |like you we are a
famly business and we want to start a dynasty which has
sone pedi gree so nmaybe a 100 years tinme people will think
of Carters |like they do Si nmonds.

ARTHUR
( Chuckl es)
Hope not son business is going down.

JERRY
Look, Arthur | got the papers here and |I can have the
cheque drawn up as soon as | get back

ARTHUR
vell, ... .1 don't know, son, | still got sonme years |eft
in ny and you do know we got contracts wth sone of the
| ocal restaurants what will happen to then?

JERRY:
Don't worry about them it will just continue as nornal.
ARTHUR
You heard of Ragl ands the supermarket chain.?
JERRY
Yes, | have heard of them
ARTHUR

(lost in his own worl d)
We used to supply them Joe went to school with Terry
Ragl and .. bet you never knew the owner of Raglands was
( MORE)



ARTHUR ( Cont i nued)
born in the sanme street as us. Actually | always thought he
was an annoying little oik. | remenber one day com ng back
from school and seeing several thugs junmp him well Joe
turns to me and says let help the little blighter, so we
junps um and sure enough they run off. Us, Sinmonds al ways
been handy with our fists | was once told I could of turned

pro but then there was the accident..... Anyway fruit and veg
isin me blood. I still thinks we would work well together
son.

JERRY

Now, Arthur we have discussed this and it wont happen....
but you can always visit the stall.

ARTHUR
Visit? But | gots regulars , there's Ms. Hendricks do you
know she has been a custoner for over 20 years, comes up
everyday 4 apples and 5 oranges, double that on Saturday,
now she's dam fussy. oranges thick skin, and apples, in
the sumrer she |ikes golden delicious in the winter capes.

JERRY
Everyone will be dealt wth, don't worry.

ARTHUR
But, but, but you don't understand the people who rely on
us, do you know that we been in the business for alnost a
100 years?

JERRY
| know, Arthur, the Synonds famly is very respected in the
busi ness, that's why we want to keep your nane.

ARTHUR
You wont damage it will you, son
JERRY
Damage it!!!! Never! W have al ways | ooked on
you as parents.
ARTHUR
Real ly, | never realized that...so you see ne as your dad
JERRY

Yes, in a way | renenber first tinme | saw you, ny nmum says
to you , what are the parsnips |like and you smled and said
these parsnips if her majesty had them before her she would
want to knight '"em. So ny num bought nme and cooked them
as the veg for the evening neal and Charlie turns to nme and
says one day Jerry we are going to be |ooked at |ike the

Si rmonds, yes, you were the inspirations for us going to
be in the business.

ARTHUR( st unned)
W were...oo....... | never realized.



JERRY:
So in a way you are not selling the stall you are
passi ng on a | egacy.

(pause)
which may | say | am proud ....... no privileged to one day be
wor ki ng on that stall where ny nmum bought her parsnips.
(pause)

So Arthur we would be carrying on a tradition in which you
and Joe were shining exanples.

ARTHUR

(W pi ng eye)
Your mum bought her parsnips from us.

JERRY:
Every Wednesday |i ke clockwork and either ne or Charlie
went with her.

ARTHUR
Bliney, | never knew that, we did a | ot of parsnips,
actually I amnot very partial to 'em but business is
busi ness son.

JERRY:
Yes it is so you said you don't have any kids but you did,
you set me and Charlie a great exanple. You were the
reason we went into the fruit and veg busi ness.

ARTHUR
| never thought of it that way but | do renenber the nuns
comng with their kids and those little terriers picking up
the odd apple, do you know Joe once said to ne don't give
t hose apples away but | says its good business. Do you know
they all think | amsinple but I knows things.

JERRY
Yes do you know I always |iked you, you had that | don't
know what they call it but I think it was a wel com ng way.
ARTHUR

(smling)
Yes, people always seened to prefer ne to Joe, he was the
dour one.

JERRY:
So Arthur, you see we are carrying on the tradition
(Pause)
so you woul d not be selling the stall but passing it on.
ARTHUR
Star fruitttrirrrrrrrrrrrrrrnd
JERRY:

Yes no star fruit on the stal

ARTHUR
No jack fruit.



JERRY:
Arthur, | prom se you won't see any exotic fruits on the
stall. So how about signing that contract then you can be

getting a nice piece of wedge and everyone can be happy.

ARTHUR:
Vll | suppose its ok.

(He puts on a pair of glasses.)

ARTHUR: (Conti nued)
| ets have a read. Joe always said to nme never sign anything
till you read it.

JERRY:
Kk but it's a load of legalize but its just like we
di scussed only thing | amgoing to change is the anmounts we
gi ve you.

ARTHUR
(Readi ng contract)
Yeah....... :

(Jerry hands Arthur a pen))

JERRY
Here. You sign there.

(Arthur signs.)

ARTHUR
There we are.

(He | ooks around the room)

ARTHUR ( Conti nued)
| eeches.

JERRY

ARTHUR
Don't sell any |eeches, son prom se ne that.

JERRY:
Arthur, |eeches are not a fruit, they are bl ood suckers.

ARTHUR
| know what | amtal king about, they cone from China. Look
i ke strawberry that got acne.

JERRY
strawberry with acne mmmmmm...cones from China.............

ARTHUR
Yes China you know that place that place that brought us
chop suey, | |ove a good chop suey.



JERRY
| got it!trirrrrrrpntnl
ARTHUR
You ok?
JERRY
Yes you don't nean | eeches you nean |yches.
ARTHUR
| yches????2???? ...well its horrible |ooking, don't want it
on ny stall.
JERRY
Actually it's not your stall anynore, only it will carry
your famly's nane.
ARTHUR
But, son | thought.
JERRY

Don't worry you won't see any foreign fruit, we are going
to use your stall for potatoes and the basic fruit.

ARTHUR
(Cries)
| knew | could rely on you.

JERRY:
Now di d you sign both copies
(puts the one copy in his pocket))
Now you keep the ot her one.

ARTHUR
(W pes his eyes)
.

JERRY
Now son, only one nore thing to do.

ARTHUR
VWhat is that...

(Jerry picks up the sign)

ARTHUR ( Conti nued)
Q! What are you doing with nmy sign

JERRY
This sign is part of the business mate, if you read the
contract its says all properties now belong to us and that
includes this sign will say Simonds Fruit and Veg al t hough
once you are dead its going to read Carters Fruit and
Veget abl es.



ARTHUR
But but but what about traditional, | thought you agreed
wth nme son.

JERRY

| am not your son and this is business, you are going to
get well paid over paid to tell you the truth so just do
what you did when Joe was alive grin and just say Yes.

ARTHUR
| thought you understood............. | have changed ny m nd give
me that contract.
JERRY
( Sneeri ng)
Too late ....... Son its signed and seal ed so ( picks up the

sign) see you Arthur you will get your nobney so just sit
there |li ke a good boy and shut up.

(Jerry exits.)

ARTHUR



